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SUBJECT: TRADE FAIRS: VISA POLICIES AFFECTING U.S. 

PARTICIPANTS 

1 . ISSUE HAS BEEN RAISED RE BAHRAIN VISA POLICY IN 
CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED PARTICIPATION BY STATE OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA IN ARABBUILD 78, TO BE STAGED BY UK FIRM ARABIAN 
EXHIBITION MANAGEMENT (AEM) IN BAHRAIN. IN VIEW AEM'S 
PLANS FOR FUTURE FAIRS BAHRAIN, AND LIKELY PARTICIPATION 
BY U.S. FIRMS, IT IMPORTANT THAT WE GET CONFIRMATION OF 
WHAT WE BELIEVE ARE BAHRAIN VISA PRACTICES. ISSUE ALSO OF 
INTERBST TO UAE IN VIEW OF NUMEROUS FAIRS STAGED THERE BY 
UK FIRM FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS LTD. 
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2. ON LEARNING OF STATE OF PA PLANS TO PARTICIPATE ARAB- 
BUILD 78, DIRECTOR OF PHILADELPHIA OFFICE OF ANTI- 
DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B RITH CALLED GOVERNOR SHAPP TO 
REGISTER OBJECTION OF PENNSYLVANIA PARTICIPATING IN FAIR 
BECAUSE BAHRAIN DISCRIMINATES AGAINST JEWS TRAVELING TO THAT 
COUNTRY. FOLLOWING UP ON GOVERNOR S UNDERTAKING TO 
INVESTIGATE AND RESPOND, PA. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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ASKED STATE DEPARTMENT FOR ITS EXPERIENCE THIS REGARD. 

3. STATE DEPARTMENT PROVIDED PA. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
WITH FOLLOWING STATEMENT QUOTE IN THE RECOLLECTION OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, THE GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN HAS NOT 
DISCRIMINATED ON THE BASIS OF RELIGION AGAINST ANY AMERICAN 
CITIZEN TRAVELING TO BAHRAIN. IN THE DEPARTMENT'S 
EXPERIENCE, AMERICAN CITIZENS OF THE JEWISH FAITH HAVE 
VISITED BAHRAIN AND BEEN RECEIVED AT HIGH LEVELS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR. THERE ARE BAHRAINI 
CITIZENS OF THE JEWISH FAITH; SOME OF THEM ARE PROMINENT 

IN THE COUNTRY'S BUSINESS AND SOCIAL LIFE UNQUOTE. 

4. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT UAE SIMILARLY DOES NOT 
DISCRIMINATE AGAINST U.S. CITIZENS TRAVELING THERE ON 
BASIS OF RELIGION. WE ARE AWARE THAT NEITHER COUNTRY 
REQUIRES AMERICAN CITIZENS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON 
RELIGION AS PART OF VISA APPLICATION. IN ORDER THAT WE CAN 
DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH ANY FUTURE ALLEGATIONS SUCH AS ABOVE, 
WOULD APPRECIATE POSTS' CONFIRMATION THAT U.S. PARTICI- 
PANTS IN FAIRS IN BAHRAIN AND UAE WILL NOT ENCOUNTER 

DISCRIMINATION ON BASIS OF RELIGION IN OBTAINING ENTRY 
VISAS. VANCE 
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